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Had some talk with Mr. Merritt,1 Fox, and Faxon con-
cerning Osborn, the reporter for Sunday newspapers of
naval matters. Merritt thinks he is misapprehended in re-
gard to late publications. Fox thinks not, and claims he
has facts showing Osborn to be an unmitigated rascal. I
am inclined to think him a bad fellow, but am not alto-
gether satisfied with the course pursued in his arrest.

January 2, Monday. This is the day for official inter-
change, yesterday being Sunday. Was at the Executive
Mansion precisely at twelve, as requested, with Mrs.
Welles, the first Cabinet officer to arrive, I believe, al-
though the others were there within ten minutes. Many
of the foreign ministers and their suites were there, prob-
ably all. Some of them came in advance. Remained over
half an hour and returned home. Received until 4 P.M.
The day is one which the people seem to enjoy, and one
which they want. A little more system at the President's
would improve matters.

January 3, Tuesday. Much engaged. The two days
have brought an amount of business which it is difficult to
dispose of in a single day. But three of us at the Cabinet-
meeting. Various little matters talked up.

Old Mr. Blair was lingering in an adjoining room during
the latter part of our sitting. Rumor has said that he and
his son Montgomery had gone on a peace mission, and that
Davis had invited them to Richmond. Nothing has been
said to me,on the subject, yet I am inclined to believe there
has been a demonstration sufficient for the rumor. They
have, for some purpose, been to the front, their absence has
been longer than was contemplated, but I am not confident
that any results have been obtained.

Simeon Draper, Collector of Customs at New York,
called on me a few days since, stating that he had been ap-
pointed cotton agent by the Secretary of the Treasury, to
1 M. F. Merritt of Connecticut, a personal friend of Secretary Welles.